
 SUMMARY MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 

DARIEN YOUTH HOCKEY ASSOCIATION – November 2, 2020 

 

The Board of Directors of the DYHA held a regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. on November 2, 2020 via video 

conference.   

 

In attendance: 

David Kreppein, Tom Carey, Peter Franchetti, Gina Fusco, Anders Hurst, Sally Reed, Aileen Wiate, Michelle 

Woodward, Chris Burt, David Austen, Traci Lacoseglio, Andrew Bell, Dean Bellissimo and Dan Brown 

Absent:  Bill Moody  

 

1. Announcements – Dave K.   

Dave called the meeting to order.  Dave gave a general update on COVID, including on the Governor’s 

press conference, varying decisions from local health departments on impact of positive COVID cases and 

a CHC rink owners meeting.   

2. Ice Cats – Dave A. and Andrew  

Dave reported that he wanted to develop a plan to bolster the Ice Cats offering for the next season, which 

plan would include hiring better coaches and an enhanced social media presence to attract players.  It was 

determined that Dave K. would work with Dave A, Andrew and the Winter Club to discuss and determine 

next steps, including any impact on budget.   

2. Travel Update – Dean  

Dean said things have generally been running well on the Travel teams.  The quality of practices has been 

high, the coaches have been doing a great job and the performance on the ice has been really good.   

 

Dave K. mentioned that a couple of families have expressed concern with playing NY teams who have 

been invited to the CAN/AM tournament at Shelton.  Dave told the family that they should not attend if 

they were not comfortable and that there would be no ramification for not attending.  The venue is a half 

hour away so there would be no hotel stay and, in line with current practice, no team meals.   

 

5.  House – Anders and Chris  

 

Anders and Chris gave an update on scheduling and other changes to ensure no more than two teams on 

the ice and cohorting of kids at practices.  The Mite games have been running very well and have been 

staggered so that there is no crowding.  Kids are dressing before they arrive at the rink.  It was determined 

that Dave K. would help Chris work out a process for lining travel coaches up for house sessions.   

 

6. Treasurer Update – Aileen  

 

Aileen reported that CAN/AM had not yet obtained approval to run the Lake Placid tournament and so 

the teams previously planning to attend the weekend of December 5th would now be tentatively slotted 

for January 21st.   

 

7. Secretary Update – Sally  



 

Sally reminded the Board that the Annual Meeting will take place in December and that she’s in the 

process of identifying Voting Members from Travel, Ice Cats and House teams.    

8. Scheduler’s Update – Tom  

 

With the scheduling adjustments, the result is less skills sessions.  Anders remarked that he’s been 

impressed with how the AA coaches have been running the skills sessions this year and discussion ensued 

around the sessions, budget for coaches and ice times, and potential plans for working additional sessions 

into next year’s plan and budget.   

 

9. CHC - Dan Brown 

 

Dan reported on status of safesport requirements and clarified CHC rules around players playing up and 

down.  

 

10. Marketing – Gina  

 

Gina reported she would work with Dave and Andrew on Ice Cats marketing, especially to highlight the 

positive experience and community around the program.  She reported she has updated a couple of the 

posters regarding the gaiters, plans to particulate in Wreaths Across America and that the Ice Cats banner 

from last season is going up.   

  

11. Sponsorship, Fundraising and Communications – Michelle  

 

Michelle reported that she has not received any further applicants for the fundraising replacement.  

 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 8:40 pm.  

 


